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AN ACT Relating to deferred findings and collection of an
admnistrative fee in an infraction case; and anendi ng RCW 46. 63. 070.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.63.070 and 1993 ¢ 501 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any person who receives a notice of traffic infraction shal
respond to such notice as provided in this section within fifteen days
of the date of the notice.

(2) If the person determ ned to have commtted the infraction does
not contest the determ nation the person shall respond by conpleting
t he appropriate portion of the notice of infraction and submtting it,
either by mail or in person, to the court specified on the notice. A
check or noney order in the anmount of the penalty prescribed for the
infraction nust be submtted with the response. Wen a response which
does not contest the determnation is received, an appropriate order
shall be entered in the court’s records, and a record of the response
and order shall be furnished to the department in accordance with RCW
46. 20. 270.
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(3) If the person determned to have conmtted the infraction
wi shes to contest the determnation the person shall respond by
conpleting the portion of the notice of infraction requesting a hearing
and submtting it, either by mail or in person, to the court specified
on the notice. The court shall notify the person in witing of the
time, place, and date of the hearing, and that date shall not be sooner
t han seven days fromthe date of the notice, except by agreenent.

(4) If the person determned to have commtted the infraction does
not contest the determnation but wshes to explain mtigating
ci rcunst ances surrounding the infraction the person shall respond by
conpleting the portion of the notice of infraction requesting a hearing
for that purpose and submtting it, either by mail or in person, to the
court specified on the notice. The court shall notify the person in
witing of the time, place, and date of the hearing.

(5)(a) In hearings conducted pursuant to subsections (3) and (4) of

this section, the court may defer findings, or in a hearing to explain

mtigating circunstances may defer entry of its order, for up to one

vear and inmpose conditions upon the defendant the court deens

appropriate. Upon deferring findings, the court may assess costs as

the court deens appropriate for adnm nistrative processing. | f at the

end of the deferral period the def endant has net all conditi ons and has

not been determ ned to have committed another traffic infraction, the

court may dism ss the infraction.
(b) A person may not receive nore than one deferral within a seven-

vear period for traffic infractions for noving violations and nore t han

one deferral within a seven-year period for traffic infractions for

nonnovi ng vi ol ati ons.

(6) If any person issued a notice of traffic infraction:

(a) Fails to respond to the notice of traffic infraction as
provided in subsection (2) of this section; or

(b) Fails to appear at a hearing requested pursuant to subsection
(3) or (4) of this section;
the court shall enter an appropriate order assessing the nonetary
penalty prescribed for the traffic infraction and any other penalty
authorized by this chapter and shall notify the departnment in
accordance with RCW46. 20. 270, of the failure to respond to the notice
of infraction or to appear at a requested hearing.
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